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According to 
the American Dental 
Education Association, 
in 2016 the average debt 
per graduate was 
$261,149.

1
For graduates of private 
dental schools, the 
average debt is even 
higher.

2
This high level of debt 
can jeopardize a new 
dentist’s ability to choose 
their preferred career 
path.
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Annual Income: $55,566

Full medical insurance (Anthem Blue 
Cross PPO), dental insurance (Delta 
Dental PPO), and eye insurance (VSP).

Value of insurance benefits: $4,500



Effective tax rate – 19% (federal and CA 
state income taxes)

Automatic 7.5% savings – approximately 
$4K (tax-sheltered), managed by 
Fidelity

7.5 % savings is in lieu of FICA (Federal 
Insurance Contributions Act for Social 
Security)

Once you complete residency at UCLA 
Ortho, you can rollover your savings to a 
traditional 401(k) or equivalent







§ Key items to pay attention to:
§ Tuition
§ Health insurance

§ Don’t forget the current interest rates for Grad 
Plus loans – 7% (2017)

§ Don’t forget annual tuition increases of ~3-5%

§ Total direct costs: $250,785



§ Key items to pay attention to:
§ Tuition
§ Health insurance

§ Don’t forget the current interest rates for Grad 
Plus loans – 7% (2017)

§ Don’t forget annual tuition increases of ~3-5%

§ Total direct costs: $269,299



Gross income at 
UCLA orthodontics 
over 3 years = 
$166,698

1
Gross direct costs 
at private ortho
program over 3 
years = $269,299

2
Income differential 
over 3 years = 
$435,997

3
Don’t forget the 
current interest 
rates for Grad Plus 
loans – 7% (2017)
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Gross income at 
UCLA 
orthodontics 
over 3 years = 
$166,698

01
Gross direct 
costs at private 
ortho program 
over 3 years = 
$269,299

02
7% accrued 
interest over 3 
years 
(compounding) 
= $56,553

03
Income 
differential over 
3 years = 
$492,550

04
Don’t forget 
your investment 
accounts
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Gross income at 
UCLA 
orthodontics 
over 3 years = 
$166,698

01
Gross direct 
costs at public 
ortho program 
over 3 years = 
$100,000

02
7% accrued 
interest over 3 
years 
(compounding) 
= $21,000

03
Income 
differential over 
3 years = 
$287,698

04
Don’t forget 
your investment 
accounts
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